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The Salvadoran rebels rejected President Jose Napoleon Duarte's cease-fire and amnesty
announced Nov. 5, and launched one of their most extensive sabotage attacks of the civil war. On
Thursday, the first major deadline of the regional peace treaty, rebel sapper teams blew up electrical
installations around the country. In a broadcast on RADIO VENCEREMOS Thursday night, the
rebel high command officially rejected the government's unilateral cease-fire. Lights went out in
the capital Friday as the shock waves and booming detonations of guerrilla bombs rolled across the
city, leaving much of it without electricity on the following day. Sporadic small arms fire could also
be heard. The head of the state electrical company said on the morning of Nov. 7 that the rebels
had carried out the most devastating attack on the national electrical system in the course of the
war, destroying 11 major installations and four smaller ones. The guerrillas broke off apparently
deadlocked peace talks with the government on the previous weekend to protest the killing of a
human rights official sympathetic to the guerrillas. Failing to achieve a negotiated cease-fire with
the rebels after two meetings, the government of President Duarte announced a unilateral cease-fire
Thursday, saying the army would fire only if attacked by the rebels and would mount no offensive
operations. But the rebel RADIO Venceremos charged Nov. 7 that army units were moving into
rebel-dominated areas and said the guerrillas would attack wherever such deployment occurred.
(Basic data from NEW YORK TIMES, 11/08/87; PRENSA LATINA, 11/06/87, 11/07/87)
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